
            

     ‘How to make a cinematic trailer’ Overview 

This course will teach you how to create stunning visuals and motion graphics worthy of a film 

trailer. You'll learn how to storyboard shots, animate text, develop composition and framing 

skills and use blending modes for stylish and dramatic effect. 

This course will show students how to use cinematic techniques to create a short promotional 

film or trailer for their own production. Our practitioners will show you filming techniques and 

insider tricks and tips for filming, editing and making motion graphics for your own 

productions.  

At the end of the course you’ll have a short completed trailer using these techniques utilizing 

your own or tutor supplied footage.  

What will students learn on the course?  

 Understand what makes a “cinematic shot” using composition skills, depth of field 

and prime lenses and how these can add production values to your work. 

 Learn how to make editorial decisions and how to create a natural but impactful 

narrative. 

 Gain an understanding of the use of large sensor DSLR cameras in your own work and 

add a cinematic quality on a budget. 

 Be able to apply film technique motion graphic techniques and editing techniques to 

your own work. 

What will I be doing in class? 

After looking and discussing examples of short promotional films and trailers and their 

narrative structure and edit style the tutor will then deconstruct one example and show how 

to rig a DSLR camera manually and how to use specific lenses to make your subjects look 

their best with tips and tricks for lighting with available light and for working on a budget. 

You will then work in Adobe Premiere on supplied footage to explore different editing, 

pacing and narrative techniques and create your own narrative from this which will be 

discussed by the group in show and tell and group crit. There will then be a section on using 

After Effects to create animated front and end captions for your work with a discussion on 

colour grading and blending mode techniques. 

Are there any entry requirements? 

The course is suitable for anyone who has an interest in filmmaking and editing.  

What do I need to bring with me to class? 

Links to any favourite film styles, trailers or short promotional films you particularly admire or 

enjoy. 

What next, after the course ends? 

You can further develop your editing skills with a number of courses at Imaging Partnership.  


