
 

    

       Afterschool Animation Workshops Overview 

 

The emphasis is on practical hands-on learning, designed to give a better 

understanding of how animation works and to demonstrate how pupils can create their 

own animations using some simple but effective techniques. The approach will be 

informal and fun.  

 

 

Breakdown of Lessons for the 6 week workshops: 

 

Week 1: What is Animation?   

Learning opportunities for pupils include: 

 

 Learning the basics of animation 

 Understanding how animation started and how it developed to how we know it today 

 Discussing animation based on their first-hand experience of cartoons  

 Looking at Zoetropes and how these are similar to film projectors 

 Making their own animations from basic methods, for example Thaumatropes and flick 

books. 
 

 

Week 2: Stop-motion Animation 

Learning opportunities for pupils include: 

 

 Learning the main principles of stop motion 

 Learning and discussing what is effective by watching some video examples 

 Participating in small groups to create their own stop-motion of inanimate objects and 

each other. 
 

 

 

 



 

Arts Award accreditation:  

 

Discover award 

Young people: 

 discover the arts around them through taking part in arts activities 

 find out about artists and their work  

 share what they have enjoyed and learnt through the award with others 

 

Explore award 

Young people: 

 take part in arts activities 

 explore the work of artists and arts organizations 

 create their own artwork 

 present what they’ve achieved and enjoyed to other people 

 

 

Week 3: Characters  

Learning opportunities for pupils include: 

 Learning the importance of characters and developing interesting personalities  

 Understanding how to give personalities to objects or animals 

 Individually drawing a character and a written explanation of their personality 

 Expressing creativity by making their characters out of plastercine. 

 

Week 4: Storyboarding 

Learning opportunities for pupils include: 

 Learning how to create and use a storyboard efficiently 

 Understanding story structure to include a beginning, middle and end. 

 Creating a storyboard of their own for the characters previously made. 

 Expressing creativity by making props or backdrops to support their story and character 

 

 

 



 

Arts Award accreditation:  

 

Bronze award (for age 11 pupils only) 

Young people: 

 explore the arts as a participant in arts activities 

 experience the arts as an audience member 

 research an artist/craftsperson who inspires them 

 pass on their arts skills/knowledge to others 

 

 

Week 5: Creating their Animation 

Learning opportunities for pupils include: 

 Bringing together everything they have made so far to create their animation  

 Helping each other to finish photographing for the animations 

 

Week 6: Premiere  

Learning opportunities for pupils include: 

 

The practitioner will compile the student’s photos into an animation prior to week 6 and 

bring them to the session for a premiere.  

 Students will get the chance to show their animations to the class and discuss 

what worked well. 

 Refreshing themselves of everything that has been learnt over the last 6 weeks.  

 

 

 

 


